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EDUCAT is a project funded by the European Union to develop and provide adap-
tive, open and modular assistive technologies to promote independence and im-
prove the quality of life of people with motor and neurological impairments.

The objective of the project is to develop assistive technology with the users at the 
center of the design process. 

This involves co-development methods ("co-design") involving end users, health-
care personnel, researchers, careers, care  networks and companies.
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As part of the EDUCAT project one of the latest achievements is the international digital platform 
iTCH! (www.letsitch.eu).  By bringing people together iTCH aims to collectively create technological 
solutions for better health. This platform is developed by the French, Belgian and English partners 
of the Interreg VA 2 Seas EDUCAT project with the help of the project stakeholders.

On this platform individuals, researchers, companies, NHS Trusts, foundations and associations can 
share their ideas or needs in the health field. They can then co-create, adapt and customise the 
technology to make the ideas work, therefore meeting the needs expressed.

The platform has already brought together 6 companies, 11 healthcare professionals and service 
beneficiaries, 6 networks of healthcare professionals and associations of people with disabilities, as 
well as 17 researchers.

EDUCAT is a project funded by the European Union to develop and provide adaptive, open and 
modular assistive technologies to promote independence and improve the quality of life of people 
with motor and neurological impairments. The objective of the project is to develop assistive tech-
nology with the users at the center of the design process.

This involves co-development methods ("co-design") involving end users, healthcare personnel, 
researchers, carers, care networks and companies. One of the main aims of the project is to deve-
lop a system that provides a variable level of assistance for powered wheelchair users. Specifically, 
a system will be produced which can self-adapt to an individual’s requirements, based on their 
health and well-being, as they change and fluctuate over time.

The system will be tested through a series of clinical trials with the first trial testing a data recording 
device to gain insight into the daily driving pattern of individual users over a period of 5 days. Infor-
mation will be supplemented by data obtained from users and their carers through the use of dia-
ries, questionnaires and interviews.

The analysis of the data from the first clinical trial will inform further development and testing of 
the system to improve elements of its control and functionality, for example, by alerting users to 
potential obstacles and avoidance of collisions.

The project involves 6 partners from 3 countries, France, United Kingdom and Belgium. The lead 
partner is Yncréa Hauts-de-France/ISEN-Lille, a French engineering school. 
This project has a duration of 4 years (2016-2020) and a total budget of 1,798,722€ co-financed at 
60% by the Interreg VA 2 Seas programme and the FEDERR.
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Join the iTCH platform to co-create the health technological solutions
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This trial aims to test a data recording device to gain insight into the daily driving 
pattern of individual users over a period of 5 days. Information will be supple-
mented by data obtained from users and their carers through the use of diaries, 
questionnaires and interviews. 

It is anticipated that analysis of this data will provide diagnostic information on 
the user’s condition and changes in that condition. 

Moreover, the analysis of the recorded data will inform further development and 
testing of the system to improve elements of its control and functionality, for exa-
mple, by alerting users to potential obstacles and avoidance of collisions.

Kent and Canterbury Hospitals (EKUFT) and Chailey Clinical Services  (Sussex 
Community NHS Foundation Trust) will conduct a clinical trial over a 3 month 
period. 

CLINICAL TRIALS
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EDUCAT was presented by Dr Matthew 
Pepper, PhD, at the Brain Injury Forum on 19 
April 2018 in Kent, UK. 

The theme of the day was: The role of rehabi-
litation technology in brain injury care.s. 

EDUCAT at KBIF

EDUCAT was present at the networking 
event of the Challenge Handicap and Tech-
nologies, held in Lille, May 24th and 25th,   
bringing together the academic, economic 
and associative world around the theme of 
technology to the service of disabilities.

EDUCAT at the Challenge Handicap et Technologies

EDUCAT'S INTERACTIONS 
WITH ITS  STAKEHOLDERS
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EDUCAT attended the Naidex exhibition held this year on the 25th and the 26th of 
April 2018 in Birmingham.  Naidex presented its various achievements aimed at 
improving life of people with disabilities. 

Naidex is recognised as Europe's largest and most important trade and professio-
nal fair. It attracts  thousands of visitors, bringing together manufacturers, service 
providers, researchers and the general public. This event is dedicated to the care, 
rehabilitation and lifestyles of people with disabilities.  

This event was very positive and enriching for EDUCAT. It has increased the pro-
ject's network. 

EDUCAT at Naidex Exhibition
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On April 25, EDUCAT participated in the event organized by Community Gent as 
part of the Health & Care exhibition. 

Community Gent is a collaborative platform of the City of Ghent bringing together 
organisations and institutions from the fields of education, science, culture, eco-
nomy, health and sport. Its objective is to build relations between the stakeholders 
and the city of Ghent and the surrounding regions. The Community of Ghent 
focuses on 4 themes: diversity, digitisation, globalisation and social responsibility. 
Each year, the Ghent Community organises an event around two themes. This time, 
the themes were health and diversity, with the main title "Gandeneers care for each 
other".

During this event, the EDUCAT team presented the iTCH! platform around round 
tables. Participants have made many suggestions. These will all be taken into 
account in order to improve the user experience on the plateform.

EDUCAT at Community Gent
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This exhibition is the first international business convention dedicated to innovation 
partnerships in the field of medical technologies. This year, for its 2nd edition, it took 
place on the 26th and the 27th of June 2018 in Strasbourg and brought together 
more than 600 international players in the sector. 

The iTCH! health technology co-creation platform was positively received by the visi-
tors of our stand.

EDUCAT at MedFit
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The National Health Service (NHS) is the public 
health system of the United Kingdom. 

This year, the NHS celebrated its 70th anniversa-
ry on the 5th of July 2018.  The perfect opportu-
nity for NHS to thank its staff.
 
Over its 1.7 million employees, we are very proud 
that an EDUCAT member, Dr Mohamed Sakel, 
director of neurorehabilitation service in East 
Kent Hospitals, NHS, is among the 70 NHS lea-
ders.

Dr Mohamed Sakel in the NHS TOP leaders

www.educat2seas.eu

educat.interreg@gmail.com
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